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SUPPORTING THE 
WHOLE STUDENT
Donor-supported initiatives make 
it possible for Worcester State 
students to succeed throughout their 
educational journey.



We know that student success in college can depend on 
many factors outside the classroom. In this issue, we focus 
on the donor-supported initiatives that make it possible for 
Worcester State to support the whole student, starting from 
the pipeline to college, and continuing through health 
and well-being, academic enrichment, and experiential 
learning opportunities.
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On May 13, 2023, the DCU 
Center in downtown Worces-
ter was fi lled to the rafters with 
more than 1,000 undergradu-
ate students and the parents, 
family, friends, faculty, and 
peers who supported them 
throughout their time as 
Worcester State students. The 

day was the culmination of successes, setbacks, and ev-
erything in between. Including a pandemic. With rapt atten-
tion, the audience listened as commencement speaker and 
alumna Dr. Kristen Lee ’96 remarked on their resilience and 
reiterated the importance of making mental health a pri-
ority. “Resilience relies on connection. Resilience happens 
within community.” Dr. Kris’s commencement address was 
interrupted several times with hearty applause illuminat-
ing the truth of her words. Working toward a culture that 
embraces wellness in every dimension has never been more 
important or impactful.

Taking a holistic approach to student support is 
increasingly important at educational institutions across 
the country. Higher education data demonstrate that sup-
porting the social, emotional, academic, and fi nancial pillars 
of students’ higher education experience pays dividends 
throughout their post-collegiate life. While scholarship 
support continues to be paramount to retention, addressing 
the basic, fundamental needs of our students with a solid 
foundation of support will maximize their potential and 
ensure their overall success as well-rounded citizens.  

Worcester State’s compassionate community of alumni 
donors and friends have recognized these needs and have 
initiated funding to address it. Ongoing scholarship support 

We’re building a culture of 
wellness, resilience, and connection 
to support the whole student
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has been thoughtfully augmented with funds support-
ing mental health programming, a designated space and 
programming for students of all faiths to pray and refl ect, 
a meal plan support to address food insecurity, and emer-
gency funding that continues to assist hundreds of our stu-
dents each year who face the unexpected expenses that life 
brings. The Rosen Cancer Awareness Fund is also making 
great strides to continue supporting students and families 
battling cancer while at the same time educating young 
adults about early detection and prevention and facilitating 
innovative cancer research opportunities.     

This summer our campus hummed with activity. Cheers 
and chants could be heard from the quad as large groups 
of incoming fi rst-year students attended orientation. We 
hosted high school immersion experiences for young people 
interested in STEM-related fi elds, as well as students con-
sidering a career as educators. The Aisiku Summer Research 
Program continued with over a dozen high-achieving STEM 
students delving into cutting-edge research projects gener-
ously funded by esteemed alumnus, Dr. Imoigele Aisiku ’92.

None of this would be possible without the extraordi-
nary support of our donor community. To once again 
quote Dr. Kris, “the work of supporting students is sacred.” 
I’m honored to be a part of a community actively facili-
tating the tremendous potential of our next generation of 
community leaders.

With Lancer pride,

THOMAS MCNAMARA ’94
Vice President 
University Advancement

COVER PHOTO: Undergraduate student researcher Aspen Zheng ’24 and Dr. Jennifer Hood-
DeGrenier, Biology Department chair, are the recipients of the fi rst summer research grant from 
the Rosen Cancer Awareness Fund. Photo by Matt Wright ’10
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Investing in younger generations
Students from 
Worcester Public 
Schools visited the 
greenhouse on the fi fth 
fl oor of Worcester State’s 
Ghosh Science and 
Technology Building as 
part of a tour of campus 
during the Cornerstone 
STEM Connections 
program, supported by 
Cornerstone Bank.
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A group of local high school students made a splash at 
Worcester State this summer in a special STEM program 
that focused on water.

They were participants in the Cornerstone STEM Con-
nections program, funded by Cornerstone Bank, which is 

designed to boost interest among underrepresented high school students in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) subjects and 
introduce them to laboratory and data processing techniques that are key 
for student success in college.

The program brought students from local high schools to campus 
over nine days this summer to practice chemistry, ecology, biology, and 
computer science skills by studying water samples they collected from 
Lake Ellie, Worcester State’s small but storied water feature, and nearby 
Patch Reservoir.

“The theme was ‘water,’ and they looked at the biological and chemical 
composition of water through diff erent disciplines and then tied all the 
information together,” said Kathleen Murphy, associate professor of chem-
istry, who was the program coordinator. Each day they did a diff erent lab ac-
tivity looking at the biological content of water, doing things like preparing 
plates and using microscopes. They also learned how to determine the hard-
ness of water and used spectroscopy to analyze the phosphorus content of 
water samples. “These are all activities that use laboratory skills they would 
likely see in a freshman-level course in college,” Dr. Murphy said.

Cornerstone, a Worcester-based bank, supported the program as part of 
its commitment to the local community, said Todd Tallman, Cornerstone 
CEO. “This program gives us an opportunity to invest in the community, 
to invest in Worcester State, and also to invest in the younger generation,” 
he said. “That’s something that we take seriously and something that has 
always been incredibly important to us.”

At the close of the program, the students expressed their gratitude to 
Cornerstone on a thank-you card by completing the sentence: Your gener-
ous support has allowed us to… “learn about fi ltration and eutrophication,” 
one student wrote, “use new lab tools and analyze data,” said another, and 
“have so much fun!” said a third, echoing the sentiments of several others.

The program is designed to work closely with the Worcester Public 

Schools system, with STEM teachers at the high schools recommending 
students who may be interested in pursuing a career in STEM or who they 
feel should be encouraged to do so. The feedback teachers have received 
from program participants has been overwhelmingly positive.

“Students really enjoyed participating in the Cornerstone STEM 
Connections program,” Stacey Hill, science department head at Doherty 
Memorial High School, said. “They get experience in a college science lab, 
and it provides exposure to the university and to Professor Murphy and 
other staff  members.”  

Through the program, students also get a chance to visit several loca-
tions around Worcester, like the Worcester Center for Crafts, where they 
study non-polluting ways to make art, and the city water fi ltration plant. 
“All of these opportunities and experiences are eye-opening for students,” 
Hill said. “And they also have a chance to meet and interact with students 
from other schools.” 

Worcester Public Schools’ enrollment is about 23,700. Of this number 
74% are low income, compared to the 48% state average. The district’s mi-
nority enrollment is nearing 70%. Lower than average scores on standard-
ized tests in science and technology areas show a clear need for programs 
like Cornerstone STEM Connections that provide experiential learning 

opportunities for a diverse group of students, according to Dr. Murphy. The 
program is designed to encourage them to consider STEM careers and to 
help students, especially fi rst-generation students, begin to feel comfortable 
on a college campus. 

Perhaps most importantly, program organizers ensure that the students 
have a positive experience. “We try to guarantee that they have fun while 
they’re here,” Dr. Murphy said. “We go to the dining hall for lunch, which 
they really like, and I come around with candy at 2 o’clock in the afternoon 
to give them a boost. We have two Worcester State student helpers who talk 
with them and get to know them, so we really try to get them to begin to see 
themselves on a college campus.” 

From Cornerstone’s perspective, Tallman said giving students access to 
a STEM learning program is not only a great opportunity for the participants 
but something that benefi ts the community as well. “Maybe it will lead 
to a new path for them, and maybe it isn’t science. Maybe it’s more math, 
which from a banking perspective is more in keeping with what we do,” he 
said. “But it’s important to give students who might not otherwise have that 
access the chance to see a lot of diff erent things and fi nd out what works for 
them. And, ultimately, if we can be a part of that, that’s fantastic.”P
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CORNERSTONE STEM CONNECTIONS GIVES UNDERREPRESENTED TEENS SUMMER 
COLLEGE EXPERIENCE  | BY NANCY SHEEHAN

This program gives 
us an opportunity to 
invest in the community, 
to invest in Worcester 
State, and also to 
invest in the younger 
generation.”
—Todd Tallman, Cornerstone CEO



4  DONOR IMPACT STATEMENT Worcester State University  5

Bringing the campus together
NEW GIFT SUPPORTS PRESIDENTIAL LECTURE SERIES TO HOST DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS 
ON CAMPUS  | BY NANCY SHEEHAN

J ohn Connolly ’62, EdD, says he always appreciated what his 
Worcester State education did for him. Now, he’s returning the 
favor with a gift that creates a fi rst-of-its-kind academic enrich-
ment program for the Worcester State community.

A CEO and chairman of several successful companies and a 
former college president, Connolly recently made a gift to support a new 
Presidential Lecture Series that each year will bring distinguished speak-
ers to campus to address a variety of contemporary topics. The gift also 
commemorates Connolly’s late wife, Ingrid, to whom he was married 
for 57 years.

The idea for a lecture series came about through discussions with 
President Barry M. Maloney and Tom McNamara, vice president for 
University Advancement, Connolly said. “I always appreciated the oppor-
tunity Worcester State gave me, and we all thought a lecture series would 
bring the campus community together over an interesting event and a 
prominent speaker.”

Maloney says the series will have a positive impact on the campus 
and beyond. “John is a great role model, and we appreciate his com-
mitment to Worcester State,” he said. “This series will bring important 
speakers to campus which will not only benefi t students, faculty, and 
staff , but also bring greater recognition to the university in the broader 
community as well.”

After graduating from Worcester State, Connolly earned a master’s 
degree in counseling and guidance from the University of Connecticut, 
then worked in Worcester Public Schools as a teacher and guidance coun-
selor for several years.

Connolly eventually furthered his education at Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University, where he received a doctor of education degree. “It was 
all because Worcester State gave me a very solid education, so that when I 
would take an admissions exam of any kind, I would crush it,” he said.

He began a career in higher education in the late 1960s when the 
community college movement was gaining steam. “Community colleges 
were opening up one a week around the nation,” he said. “I saw it as an 
interesting opportunity.” His fi rst job at that level was as director of admis-
sions and registrar at Sullivan County Community College in New York, 
followed by stints at Mercer County and Harford community colleges. 
He then became president of Dutchess Community College in New York.

Later, Connolly was named president of New York Medical College, a 
tenure that saw his interests turn to business opportunities in the medical 
fi eld. He became one of the nation’s foremost experts on identifying top 
physicians as co-founder and CEO of Castle Connolly Medical, publisher of 
America’s Top Doctors and other consumer guides to help people find the 
best health care. He and his partner, John Castle, sold that company in 2018 
and, with Dr. Dean McElwain, co-founded Castle Connolly Private Health 
Partners, LLC, a concierge medical company. This fall, Connolly will launch 
a new medical consulting company, Accel Medical Advisors, LLC.

Connolly says that when he entered Worcester State, he had no idea that 
he would achieve such a high degree of success in business and education. “I 
didn’t really apply myself in high school very well,” he said. “I was fortunate 
to get into Worcester State and, when I did, I thought, ‘Here, I have an 
opportunity, and I had better take advantage of it. I better work hard and do 
well,’ which I did.” He says he would encourage any student to do the same. 
“It’s important for them to strive to get the best grades possible and learn 
as much as possible in every subject they’re taking,” he said. “And then stay 
open to opportunities, be fl exible, and be willing to take risks on potentially 
exciting new careers, and just continue working hard.”

Those are lessons Connolly learned at Worcester State, and he still 
lives by them today.

“I’m 83, and I still work at least half time,” he said. “I don’t know what 
I would do if I didn’t work. I only play golf three days a week, so I work 
the rest of the time,” he said, with a laugh. “It keeps me motivated and 
invigorated and, hopefully, helps me to stay young.”

I always 
appreciated the 
opportunity Worcester 
State gave me, and we
all thought a lecture 
series would bring the 
campus community 
together over an 
interesting event and 
a prominent speaker.”  
—John Connolly ’62, EdD

John and Ingrid Connolly
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I magine having to choose between your rent and eating. With the 
rising costs of housing, gas, and food, that’s exactly the choice 
many college students are facing.

Worcester State students are not immune to food insecurity. 
A Worcester State Urban Action Institute self-study conducted 

before the pandemic revealed that close to a third of the university’s 
students struggle with hunger.

To combat this, in 2019, the Urban Action Institute, along with Stu-
dent Aff airs, Enactus, the Urban Studies Club, and a group of students, 
opened Thea’s Pantry, an on-campus food pantry funded by individual 
donations that allows students, faculty, staff , and alumni to take home 
up to 35 pounds of food each week. In the same year, students in the 
Urban Studies Club started a Swipe It Forward campaign, which allowed 

students to donate guest meal passes that can be used in the student hall. 
During the 2022-23 academic year, 1,573 meal swipes were donated by 
students to students.

Still, there are Worcester State students who are going without meals. 
That’s where the new Bedard Family Meal Plan Support Fund comes in. 
The fund provides an annual stipend of $1,500 that will be incremen-
tally disbursed to support the greatest number of students throughout 
the year and will provide on-demand nutritional support to students 
throughout the academic year.

Alumnus and Foundation Board member David Bedard ’74 and his 
wife, Linda, have supported individual Worcester State students for years 
through the Bedard Family Scholarships, and they wanted to fi nd a way to 
help even more students who needed essentials.

David grew up in a housing project and understands struggling to 
aff ord the basics. He realizes that going to college is a stretch for many 
students, and some may go without food to pay their tuition. “This pro-
gram is as elemental as it gets,” he said. “You’ve got to have food in your 
belly in order to think.”

“There’s a time for learning, a time for earning, and a time for return-
ing,” he added. “We’re at a point in life that I can’t imagine going hungry.” 
So, this is his time, he says, to support others.

Worcester State is committed to fi ghting hunger on campus. It has 
recently received a $75,000 Hunger Free Campus Initiative grant from the 
state of Massachusetts, which will support an 18-month eff ort to strategical-
ly address food insecurity on campus by exploring ways to provide for stu-
dents’ immediate need for food while also developing long-term solutions.

Bedard hopes others will be inspired to donate more funds to similar 
programs. “We want it to grow and grow because the need is great. I 
would encourage others to make a diff erence at a very basic level, to 
nourish students physically so they can function mentally and get out 
there and change the world.”

GRASSROOTS INITIATIVE TO PROVIDE MEALS FOR 
STUDENTS GETS BOOST FROM DONOR

BY REBECCA CROSS

Healthy meals 
for all students

This program is as 
elemental as it gets. You’ve 
got to have food in your 
belly in order to think.”
—David Bedard ’74

Nurturing spiritual life
CAMPUS MINISTRY FUND SUPPORTS PRAYER AND MEDITATION LOUNGE  | BY REBECCA CROSS

I n 2022 Barbara Kirklauskas ’64 read a newspaper article about the 
high rate of suicide among college students since the COVID-19 
pandemic started. “That bothered me,” she said. 

She called Tom McNamara, vice president of University 
Advancement, and asked what resources the university had for 

students who were struggling. Though the university had in place several 
mental health services, there was one area where Barbara, a devout Catho-
lic, saw a need—something that would nurture students’ spiritual lives. 

At one time, there had been a building on campus where students met 
for services and meals, but it had been closed to students because the 
building was not wheelchair accessible. Students were instead worshiping 
in dormitories. Barbara hoped to create a space on campus where 
students of all faiths—or no faith—could come together to talk, pray, 
meditate, or just have a moment of quiet. “If they’re not happy 
or away from their family or there’s something happening 
in their life that they can’t handle, this would be 
a place they can go to,” she said.

She donated funds to create the 
Campus Ministry Prayer and Meditation 
Lounge, an all-inclusive space for anyone 
who wants a quiet space, located in a 
large, airy room in the Learning Resource 
Center. The room has several diff erent 
seating areas where students may hold 
discussions and a smaller space par-
titioned off  from the rest of the room 
that is reserved for quiet prayer and 
meditation. The space is open late and 
can be reserved—at no cost—for functions.

With Barbara’s contribution, the university 
was able to purchase furniture, artwork, books, and 
prayer mats for the space and is able to keep a supply 
of coff ee and water on hand. The contribu-
tion also allows the university to pay for 

programs and other supplies students might need and to off er a stipend to 
guest speakers.

Since the lounge opened in November, students have made good use of 
it. They have used the space to hold small meetings, study, pray, or simply 
hang out between classes. Some of the university’s student organizations 
have held scriptural studies there as well.

And it is only going to continue to grow. The university is working to 
get a liaison to help grow the center and develop a calendar of events. 
“Our goal is to grow it so large, we grow out of the space,” said Susan 
Vigeant, staff  assistant in University Advancement, who has been involved 
with the project from the beginning. 

“We are so thankful for the generous donation provided by Mrs. 
Kirklauskas,” said Kiristie McNamara, director of the Offi  ce of Student 
Involvement and Leadership Development. “With the funding, we are hop-

ing to expand our spiritual life off erings by provid-
ing more resources for the prayer and meditation 
lounge, spiritual programming, and by connecting 
the university to local houses of worship in the 
Worcester community.”

This is Barbara’s dream as well. She hopes one 
day soon the university will have a building dedi-
cated to campus ministries, with enough space to 
hold large gatherings such as retreats, communal 
meals, concerts, and movies, and a dedicated staff  
to help students in times of crisis. She also hopes 
that, through Worcester State’s Campus Minis-
tries program, students will be able to do projects 
and activities that connect them with the greater 
Worcester community.

For the 2023-24 academic year, the space will 
be renamed the Spiritual Life Prayer and Medita-
tion Lounge, and the university will host an open 
house during Welcome Week to reintroduce the 
space to campus.
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Expanding counseling services
WITH DONOR GIFT, STUDENTS RECEIVE CRITICAL MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT  |  BY DEBORAH ALVAREZ O’NEIL

Each year, hundreds of Worcester State students come together 
for a daylong mental health fair that promotes awareness, 
suicide prevention, de-stigmatization, and an opportunity 
to explore a variety of supportive services in a positive and 
uplifting environment.

“The goal is to create an atmosphere of emotional well-being while 
decreasing stigma around help seeking,” said Julie Glovin, mental health 
outreach manager and assistant director of counseling services. “We hope 
that students will see that the campus cares about their emotional health 
and well-being.”

The event, Fresh Check Day, is the university’s largest mental health 
outreach event of the year, taking up three fl oors of the Student Center 
and featuring upward of 18 student- and staff -run booths with a variety 
of activities. The event is made possible through support from Digital 
Federal Credit Union (DCU). With DCU funds, the university is able to 
purchase all of the materials, prizes, and giveaways that make the event 
such a huge draw for students. 

“This is the most important outreach event of the year for student 
mental health services,” said Laura Murphy, Worcester State’s associate 
dean of health and wellness and director of counseling. “If we didn’t have 
DCU funds, we wouldn’t be able to do it. The benefi t is that we are able 
to educate a large number of students. We have faculty who send their 
entire classes to Fresh Check Day. We are so grateful to have the support 
we need to continue this event, especially at a time when mental health 
services are so needed on campus.”

Even before the pandemic, college students were facing growing 
mental health challenges. A 2023 Healthy Minds Study showed that 79% 
of Worcester State students felt that emotional or mental diffi  culties had 
hurt their academic performance. A 2022 national Gallup poll showed 
that emotional stress has impacted college students’ ability to stay in 
college: nearly a third of students have considered dropping out. 

Worcester State’s Counseling Services has been able to expand its 
support for students through gifts like the DCU’s, as well as grants from 
the state, including $142,000 from the Department of Higher Education 

that funded the launch of the pilot program ResilientU@WooState in No-
vember 2022. The ResilientU program, which off ers a 24/7 mental health 
support line, telehealth counseling, psychiatry, and a host of online well-
ness resources, will continue through fall 2023. 

Now entering its ninth year, Fresh Check Day is scheduled for Octo-
ber 25, 2023, at Worcester State. Founded by the Jordan Porco Founda-
tion, the national event has been added to the the Suicide Prevention 
Resource Center’s new Best Practices Registry.

Support for initiatives like Fresh Check Day aligns with DCU’s phil-
anthropic approach, says Foundation Manager Maureen Spaulding. Along 
with the event, DCU’s gift to the university supports a variety of academ-
ic enrichment and student well-being initiatives on campus, including the 
Worcester State Teaching Garden, Thea’s Pantry, and the Student Clinic 
for Immigrant Justice.

 “DCU has three core principles. People come fi rst. Do the right thing, 
and Make a diff erence,” she said. “We ask those questions: Who is that 
person, and where is the greatest need? That’s how we’d most like to see 
our funding being allocated to help individuals. The goal is to make a true 
impact for the Worcester State student population.”

We hope that 
students will see that 
the campus cares about 
their emotional health 
and well-being.”
– Julie Glovin, assistant director of Counseling Services
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University receives  
$3.3 million in grants
Here are highlights from some new FY 2022-23 grants This grant, which was part of the federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds given 

to the state, supports the launch of the new pilot program Resilient U, which offers a 
24/7 mental health support line, telehealth counseling, psychiatry, and a host of online 
wellness resources.

Latino Education Institute

$792,664
in grants from Nellie Mae Education Foundation, Fred Harris Daniels Foundation, Greater 
Worcester Community Foundation, UMass Medical School Foundation, United Way of 
Central Massachusetts, Massachusetts Biomedical Initiatives, City of Worcester, and 
the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

New grants this year will support a variety of projects including a wellness program for 
BIPOC girls ages 10-14 and a healing gardens project for Latino/BIPOC youth.

The Worcester State Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
tax-exempt charitable organization that promotes the 
growth and progress of Worcester State University 
through philanthropy. With the support of generous 
donors and grant funders, the Foundation had a re-
cord-setting year for fundraising. Here are highlights 
from the fiscal year June 30, 2022 - July 1, 2023.

Higher Education 
Innovation

$56,000
from the Massachusetts Department 
of Higher Education

This grant to the university’s Academic 
Affairs Department will support the 
WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, and Sup-
portive Environments) initiative which 
fosters advanced career development 
opportunities for BIPOC/ALANA 
graduate students on a path toward 
university teaching through the estab-
lishment of a Distinguished Graduate 
Fellows Program.

Behavioral Mental Health

$141,655
from the Massachusetts  
Department of Higher Education

Star Formation Research

$256,600
from the Universities Space  
Research Association

This federal grant to Dr. Ian Stephens in 
the Department of Earth, Environment, 
and Physics continues support for his 
ongoing research on star formation with 
the SOFIA telescope, the only telescope 
in the world that can make observations 
in the far infrared.

Hunger-Free Campus 
Initiative

$75,000
from the Massachusetts Department 
of Higher Education

This grant to the Urban Action Institute 
in the Department of Urban Studies 
will support an 18-month effort to 
strategically address food insecurity at 
Worcester State using a multi-pronged 
approach to provide for students’ 
immediate need for affordable fresh 
food while also developing long-term 
solutions for equitable access to 
healthier and more affordable food for 
all students.

Early College Worcester

$160,000
from the Massachusetts Department 
of Higher Education

This grant to Enrollment Management 
provides additional support for the 
Early College Worcester program, 
which provides free college classes, 
college preparatory workshops, and 
wraparound support to thousands of 
Worcester Public Schools students.

Research on Mentoring 
Relationships

$214,641
from the National Science Foundation

This grant, awarded to the Department 
of Urban Studies, will advance the 
knowledge of how mentoring rela-
tionship heterogeneity influences the 
developmental outcomes of undergrad-
uate students. It is an REU (Research 
Experiences for Undergraduates) grant 
that provides support for undergradu-
ate students to participate in research 
as part of a new or ongoing NSF-funded 
research project. 

Career and Technical 
Student Support

$60,000
from the Massachusetts  
Department of Elementary  
and Secondary Education

This grant to the Department of  
Health Sciences will support work  
with HOSA-Future Health Profes-
sionals, which works with more than 
300 career and technical high school 
students across the state to help them 
prepare for success after high school. 
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This grant will enable Worcester State to strengthen the region’s nursing talent pipeline, 
improve career pathways for the nursing profession, and build on the university’s academic 
partnership with Quinsigamond Community College for seamless RN to BSN transfer.

Expanding Nursing Workforce

$1 million
from the Baker-Polito Administration

FY 2022-23

Worcester State 
Foundation

from 3,255 total donors who 
gave $1.86 million for 
scholarships and awards

$354,563 for unrestricted 

support and $7.65 million  
for other university priorities

The Foundation provided  
the university with nearly

$2.5 million 
including $1.04 million 
in direct student aid

23 new funds created by donors

$12.25  
million
total donations

A RECORD
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Aspen Zheng ’24 (left) 
spent the summer 
working closely with 
professor Jennifer 
Hood-DeGrenier (right) 
researching the process 
of metastasis, which is 
responsible for most 
cancer deaths. They 
are the recipients of the 
fi rst summer research 
grant from the Rosen 
Cancer Awareness Fund, 
established by alumni 
couple Gregg Rosen ’86 
and Pam Rosen ’87.

Summer research opportunity
ROSEN CANCER AWARENESS FUND PROVIDES UNDERGRADUATES WITH VALUABLE BIOLOGY 
LAB SKILLS  | BY NANCY SHEEHAN

T he work of two Worcester State researchers may someday 
help lead to a new “twist” in cancer treatment, thanks to a 
grant from the Rosen Cancer Awareness Fund.

Jennifer Hood-DeGrenier, PhD, Biology Department chair, 
and student researcher Aspen Zheng ’24 are studying how a 

protein scientists call TWIST1 promotes metastasis, the process by which 
secondary tumors form by dispersal throughout the body of cancer cells 
from a primary tumor. Metastasis is responsible for most cancer deaths.

“Those are cells that separate from the primary tumor, then go 
through the body, and they have the potential to found new tumors,” 
Hood-DeGrenier said. “It’s a much more diffi  cult situation if you have 
many targets that you have to deal with as opposed to a single tumor.”

Hood-DeGrenier and Zheng are trying to understand what is involved 
in the process of metastasis and how TWIST1 causes cancer cells to 

be able to move around the body. If the triggers that cause tumor-cell 
migration, including TWIST1, are better understood, then it may be possible 
someday to prevent metastasis from getting worse, or even happening at all.

“There potentially could be an anti-TWIST drug that could be a tool 
for treating metastatic cancer, or even pre-metastatic cancer so that it 
doesn’t get to that point,” Hood-DeGrenier said.

Zheng is directly involved in all the experiments, which will serve to 
sharpen her lab skills and help her reach her career goal of becoming a 
physician. “Aspen will unquestionably learn a lot of things about cancer 
biology that will be applicable if she pursues her current plan to attend 
medical school,” Hood-DeGrenier said. “And she also will gain valuable 
skills that will help her obtain a lab research job during the gap year when 
she is applying to medical schools.”

While the project aligns with Zheng’s long-term plans, it also provides a 
more immediate benefi t for her as a paid part-time summer job. “I need to 
earn money over the summer, but, as an international student, it’s very hard 
for me to fi nd research opportunities off  campus because a lot of them are 
only available to students who have citizenship or a green card, and I don’t 
have either,” she said. “So, I just feel really grateful for this opportunity.”

Other Worcester State students will also benefi t from the research 
because Hood-DeGrenier will use parts of the project as lab activities in a 
cancer biology elective course. “We will be trying out some new things in 

the course lab work to expose more students to more of these tech-
niques,” she said. “There are a lot of diff erent techniques involved that 
are very basic to almost any kind of cell biology research.”

The Rosen summer research grant is part of a larger gift from 
alumni couple Gregg Rosen ’86 and Pam Rosen ’87 that supports cancer 
education, outreach, and awareness initiatives on campus. The Rosens 
created the fund after Gregg was diagnosed in 2020 with non-Hodgkin’s 
follicular lymphoma.

The grant includes $3,000 for research supplies, which is critical to 
the project. “It allows us to buy the things we need because, unfortu-
nately, this type of research is pretty expensive, even on a small scale,” 
Hood-DeGrenier said. “One of our experiments uses three diff erent 
antibodies and each of those is over $300. For big research organizations, 
that’s nothing. But for us here, that’s a lot of money, and the grant covers 
that. We absolutely couldn’t do it otherwise.”

Zheng says she fi nds the project especially important. “I feel like 
I’m doing something really meaningful,” she said. “I have done research 
before, but cancer research involves a lot of diff erent techniques. I’m 
learning something new almost every day, and it feels great.”

Hood-DeGrenier plans to present fi ndings from the project at an 
American Society for Cell Biology conference in Boston in December 
with funding from the Worcester State Foundation. The conference has 
an undergraduate poster presentation that they hope Aspen can partici-
pate in as well. 

After a pandemic-forced hiatus, Hood-DeGrenier says lab research 
is fi nally getting back to normal, a welcome development for faculty 
and students. “I’ve been really happy this summer to get back into 
the lab and to work with Aspen,” she said. “I realize that the research 
we do here is just a tiny drop in the bucket, but for our students 
it’s transformational.”

I feel like I’m doing something 
really meaningful. I’m learning 
something new almost every 
day, and it feels great.”
—Aspen Zheng ’24
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Learning beyond the classroom
STIPENDS, GRANTS, AND SCHOLARSHIPS MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR STUDENTS TO GAIN 
REAL-WORLD SKILLS THROUGH INTERNSHIPS AND RESEARCH  | BY REBECCA CROSS

W orcester State is preparing its students for the 
real world through a variety of experiential 
learning opportunities. Experiential learning 
“rounds out a college education in ways 
that are immediate and impactful but also 
prepares students for life after,” said Provost 

Lois Wims. Many times an internship leads directly to a job, she added. 
The employer is impressed by the student and hires them as soon as 
they graduate.

Associate Professor Weichu Xu has been providing experiential 
learning opportunities to students since 2016. He also sees how import-
ant these opportunities are for students’ future careers, as they gain 
knowledge and develop teamwork skills working with other students and 
interacting with other departments. “These are skills they need when 
they move on to further education or go into an industry,” he said.

Unfortunately, many experiential learning opportunities are unpaid, 
which places them out of reach for some students, especially when the 
time commitment would make working a paid job impossible. To relieve 
this hardship and make these experiences more accessible to a wider 
range of students, the university off ers a number of donor-supported 
scholarships and grants specifi cally for experiential learning.

The Summer Undergraduate Research Grant was established in 2020 
through a bequest from Lt. Col. James F. Sheehan ’55 and gives motivated 
students the chance to gain skills and learn advanced research method-
ology. Students who participate often receive co-authorship credit on 
research papers and/or present their research at a conference.

In 2022, Worcester State alumna Diane Aramony established a stipend 
for education majors. Student teaching experiences are required for edu-
cation majors, and they are unpaid. The many hours involved in teaching 
and lesson planning make working a paid job extremely challenging. The 
$500 stipend reduces some of the fi nancial burden these students face.

“I’m very happy that this stipend can assist student teachers during 
this critical phase of their training,” Aramony said. “I applaud Worces-
ter State for providing the opportunity to support student teachers in 
this way.”
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The Experiential Learning Stipend provides $500 stipends for 
students participating in unpaid, credit-bearing experiential learning 
experiences, such as internships, research, etc. All funding for the stipend 
comes from unrestricted funds of the Worcester State Foundation. Stu-
dents might use the award toward a student loan, tuition for an upcoming 
semester, personal items, research projects, or teaching materials.

The fund was off ered for the fi rst time in fall 2020. “We had an incred-
ible response from students,” said Louise Taylor, director of gift planning 
and scholarships in University Advancement. In fall 2022, the Worcester 
State Foundation committed $30,000 to support up to 60 students. Since 
the stipend’s inception, the university has awarded $97,000 to students.

Still, there are more applicants than there are funds to support them.

One of the students who benefi tted from the stipend was Sydney 
Demers, who participated last fall in a project with Xu to develop a 
discovery-style learning approach in chemistry labs. “I greatly appreciate 
even having the opportunity to receive this stipend,” she said. “It is so 
special to have worked so hard these last few years of college, and it pays 
off  in more ways than one.”

Another student who has worked with Xu on a project is biology major 
Emma Polak. “I learned so much both academically and professionally 
from my team, and those skills I learned then I still use today,” she said. 
“Having the opportunity to participate in independent research as a fi rst-
year student inspired me. I want to have a career doing research, and now 
I will be a published author on two research papers before my senior year. 
I know that is because of the opportunity here at Worcester State.”

Xu is looking forward to doing more projects with students. “Working 
with students, it’s not just getting the research done, it’s seeing how the 
student grows up and matures. It’s seeing their achievements and the 
positive impact on their lives,” he said. Many of the students who did re-
search with him have gone on to PhD programs or gotten jobs in industry. 
“I feel happy for them and happy for myself as well.”

Top: With support from 
an experiential learning 
stipend, Sydney Demers 
’23 worked  to develop a 
discovery-style learning 
approach in Worcester 
State’s chemistry labs.

Bottom: Sydney Demers 
’23 (right) and Ynhi 
Nguyen ’24 (left) at work 
in the chemistry lab.

I greatly appreciate even 
having the opportunity to 
receive this stipend. It is so 
special to have worked so 
hard these last few years 
of college, and it pays off  in 
more ways than one.”
—Sydney Demers ’23
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Doing good for the next generation
LEGACY GIFTS ENSURE A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR WORCESTER STATE STUDENTS  | BY REBECCA CROSS

E state gifts are an easy way for an individual to support the 
University after their passing, leaving a legacy by which they 
will be remembered. Many people name Worcester State as 
a benefi ciary in their wills, but some choose to do things a 
diff erent way.

Dianne (Helow) ’59 and Robert D. Payne have recently chosen to 
set up two charitable gift annuities. A charitable gift annuity involves a 
simple contract between the donor and Worcester State where the donor 
agrees to make a gift to Worcester State. In return, the University agrees 
to pay the donor or someone of their choosing a fi xed amount each year 
for the rest of the donor’s life. For Robert the gift was a sound fi nancial 
decision. “This is an example of a win-win. It's a win for the University 
and a win for the donor,” he said.

The Paynes have donated generously to the University for years, 
establishing the Dianne (Helow) ’59 and Robert D. Payne Endowed 
Scholarship, which supports sophomores who are active and involved in 
campus activities at Worcester State.

“We’re in a position where we can donate, and Worcester State was 
the fi rst place that came to mind,” Dianne said. “I love Worcester State. 
The people there do a wonderful job, and we want to support them.”

The Paynes’ gifts are among many planned gifts that the University has 
received in the last couple of years. Other recent gifts include a memorial 
scholarship from Susan R. (Marsh) Hall; the estate of Robert Mullin ’53, 
MEd ’56, which included his Manhattan apartment and its contents; and a 
charitable remainder trust from Anne L. (Brierly) Gordon ’67. Estate gifts 
may be used by the University to support academic programs, scholar-
ships, and research—whatever the donor specifi es in their will.

It is a common misconception that only wealthy people make 
planned gifts. Robert said that certainly there are donors who might set 
up a trust with $100,000, but “you don’t have to do it at that kind of 
size.” A trust can be set up with $10,000. 

“It comes to the point that you have to do some good with the 
money that you have, and Worcester State certainly deserves it,” Dianne 
said. “I trust our donation will be used in the best way possible.”

Left: Dianne (Helow) ’59 and Robert D. Payne have 
recently chosen to set up charitable gift annuities at 
Worcester State.

Above: Students from the Class of 2023 at the May 
Commencement Ceremony
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I  love Worcester  State.
The people there do a 
wonderful job, and we 
want to support them.”
—Dianne (Helow) Payne ’59 
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If you are interested in learning how you can create a charitable gift 
annuity or other planned gift, please contact Louise Taylor, director 
of gift planning and scholarships in University Advancement, at 
ltaylor@worcester.edu or 508-929-8033.
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Invested and Endowed 
Funds of Worcester  
State Foundation
Funds created in the last fiscal year 
are green and marked with an *

The 125th Anniversary Scholarship

The Jacob and Laeh ’42 and Gail ’68 
Aframe Scholarship

The Shirley Albert Endowed Scholarship

The George H. Albro ’65 and Lillian 
(Brooks) Albro ’65 Education Academic 
Achievement Award

The George H. Albro ’65 Memorial 
Scholarship 

The Alden Faculty Development Fund

The Dr. Mary K. Alexander Endowed 
Scholarship 

The Alumni Association of the Worcester 
City Hospital School of Nursing Annie 
Vigeant Scholarship

The Elizabeth Lenk Andronikos 
Scholarship

The Diane Aramony Student Teacher 
Stipend *

The Fred R. and Lillian Anber Aramony 
Endowed Scholarship

The Art Gallery Fund

The Dr. Janelle and Ray Ashley Endowed 
Scholarship

The Dr. Janelle C. Ashley Presidential 
Initiative

The Elizabeth (Beth) Axelson Award in 
Psychology

The Vera Dowden Baldwin Scholarship

The Mary and John Ballantine Endowed 
Scholarship

The Elizabeth DeWitt Bardsley Memorial 
Scholarship

The Robert W. Barros ’52 Endowed 
Scholarship

The Bedard Family Endowed 
Scholarship for Business Entrepreneurs

The Arlyn Stahl Berlin Endowed 
Scholarship

The Promila Bhan Scholarship

The Estelle H. Blake ’60 Endowed 
Scholarship

The Jill Ann Bilodeau Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship

The Honorable John J. Binienda Center 
for Civic Engagement

The Bisk Mathematics Teaching Award *

The Cynthia J. (Swenson) Blair 
Memorial Scholarship

The Ruth Blumsack Early Education 
Award

The Dr. and Mrs. Edwin A. Boger 
Endowed Scholarship

The Edward and Eileen Bolesky 
Academic Achievement Award

The Eileen M. Bolesky Endowed 
Scholarship for Leadership in Nursing *

The Olive I. (Lutz) Borgatti Endowed 
Scholarship

The Brennan Occupational Therapy Fund

The Brissette Family Endowed Fund for 
Athletics

The Business Administration and 
Economics Endowed Fund

The Ric Buxton ’75 Memorial 
Scholarship

The Sidney Buxton Jr. and Peggy Ann 
Buxton Scholarship

The Blanche Marcus Carnam Memorial 
Scholarship

The Paul J. Carnazza Scholarship

The Elizabeth W. Carver Memorial 
Scholarship

The Center for Teaching and Learning 
Technology Fund

The Central Massachusetts Chiefs of 
Police Association Spirit of Service 
Award for Criminal Justice

The Dr. Stephanie Chalupka Fund for 
Public Health Nursing Research and 
Innovation

The Lucy Chand Nursing Scholarship

The John and Priscilla Charron Memorial 
Scholarship

The Father Roland Chenier Memorial 
Scholarship

The Class of ’52 Emerging Leaders 
Lecture Series

The Class of 1952 Endowed Academic 
Achievement Award

The Class of 1953 Endowed Scholarship

The Class of 1954 Endowed Scholarship

The Class of 1958 Endowed Scholarship

The Class of 1960 Memorial Scholarship

The Class of 1961 Endowed Scholarship

The Class of 1962 Memorial Scholarship

The Class of 1963 Endowed Scholarship

The Class of 1964 Scholarship

The Class of 1965 Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship

The Class of 1966 Scholarship 

The Class of 1967 Endowed Scholarship

The Class of 1968 Scholarship

The Class of 1969 Endowed Scholarship

The Lois Cofsky Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship

The Drs. Anna B. Cohen and Susan V. 
Rezen Scholarship

The Cohen-Larrivee Family Scholarship

The Geraldine Condon Memorial 
Scholarship

The John J. Connolly ’62 Ed.D. & Ingrid 
Connolly Presidential Lecture Series *

The Kurt Correia ’16 Academic 
Achievement Award in Criminal Justice *

The Mary Cosgrove Dolphin Art Gallery

The Samantha Jill Cote Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship

The Donald Cousineau ’57, M. Ed. ’60 
and Elaine (Curran) Cousineau ’57, M. Ed. 
’60 Elementary Education Award *

The Francis Crimmins Endowed 
Scholarship

The Neil and Jo-Anne Cronin Endowed 
Scholarship

The Margaret M. Curran Endowed 
Business Scholarship

The Margaret M. Curran Endowed 
Education Scholarship

The Donald F. Cushing ’66, ’71 and 
Kathleen M. (Kane) Cushing ’65, ’71 
Endowed Scholarship

The Paul ’57, ’59 & Barbara ’71 Davis 
Scholarship *

The Vincent R. DeBenedictis, Professor 
Emeritus Memorial Scholarship

The Colonel Joseph C. Deely, USAF, 
Ret., ’56 and the Elizabeth “Betty” Deely 
Memorial Scholarship

The Gene J. DeFeudis Family Endowed 
Scholarship

The Delta Kappa Gamma Scholarship

The Eleanor T. Depenbrock ’37 
Education Scholarship

The Eleanor T. Depenbrock ’37 Nursing 
Scholarship

The Dimmick Family Scholarship

The Anne “Annie” Dolan Nursing Award 
for Compassion

The Mary C. Dolphin Art Award

The Carol and James Donnelly 
Early Education and Care Graduate 
Scholarship

Cornelis V. “Connie” Doherty Memorial 
Scholarship *

The Doyle Fund for Women’s Track 

The Dr. Paula L. Dufresne-Sullivan 
Humanitarian Award in Nursing

The Vanessa Anne Dunn Memorial 
Scholarship

The Ruth (Hamley) and Francis Dyson 
Endowed Scholarship

The John Eager Memorial Fund

The Education Department Professional 
Development Fund

The Fairlawn Rehabilitation Hospital 
Scholarship

The Walter C. Fallon Memorial Fund

The Dr. Leonard F. ’54 and Margaret 
C. (McMaster) ’54 Farrey Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship

The Finish Line Scholarship  

The Katie L. Fleet Memorial Scholarship

The Esther Forbes Scholarship

The Dr. Elizabeth V. Foster Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship

The Marilyn M. and Russell S. Fox 
Endowed Scholarship

The Dan Gavini Memorial Scholarship

The General Scholarship Fund     

The Drs. Kalyan K. and Abha P. Ghosh 
Endowed Scholarship

The Kahlil Gibran Scholarship

The Charles and Esther Golub Endowed 
Scholarship

The Drs. Lillian R. Goodman and 
Mary K. Alexander Endowed Nursing 
Scholarship

The Drs. Lillian R. Goodman and Mary K. 
Alexander Faculty Fellowship for Ph.D. 
Education for Nursing Faculty

The Lillian R. Goodman Department of 
Nursing Fund

The Robert and M. Madeleine Goodney 
Scholarship in memory of Shawn Robert 
McDavitt and Luke William McDavitt 

The Malcolm Gordon Memorial 
Academic Major Award

The Graduate School Scholarship

The Dr. Richard E. and Dolores J. Greene 
International Human Rights Scholarship

The Grenon Family Chemistry Program 
Scholarship Fund   

The Dr. Ruth Griffiths Endowed 
Scholarship

The Susan R. (Marsh) Hall Scholarship 
Fund *

The James E. and Stasia A. Hammond 
Scholarship

The Dorothy J. Hargrove ’63, M.Ed. ’68 
Academic Award

The Gordon P. Hargrove ’61 Scholarship 

The Dr. Rose D. Haroian Endowed 
Scholarship

The Dr. Nancy E. Harris Elementary 
Education Endowed Scholarship *

The Matty Hehir and John Coghlin 
Endowed Fund for Men’s Ice Hockey

The Barbara Rose Herman Scholarship

The Jerome Hewlett Scholarship for 
Entrepreneurial Excellence 

The James M. Hickey Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship

Helen Hirshberg Barron Academic 
Minor Award in Women’s Studies *

The Florence Vivian “Tippie” Holmes 
Scholarship

The Don and Mary Jane Howard 
Endowed Scholarship

The Judith O’Connell Hoyer Poetry 
Reading Series

The Raj-Mahendra Jain Academic 
Achievement Award

The John and Loretta (White) Jensen 
Endowed Scholarship

The Matthew C. Johnsen, Ph.D. 
and Frances E. Williams Sociology 
Scholarship 

The Dr. Francis L. Jones Memorial 
Scholarship

The John and Kelley (Gallagher) 
Joseph ’87 Endowed Scholarship for 
Elementary Education

The Dr. Joan Keller Juralewicz and 
Dr. Richard S. Juralewicz Endowed 
Scholarship

The Joseph V. Kane Memorial 
Scholarship

The Aileen D. Kelly Memorial 
Scholarship

The Professor Grace Kendrick Musical 
Celebrations Fund

The Barbara A. Kirklauskas ’64 
Worcester State Athletics Department 
Fund in honor of her father, Joseph 
Kirklauskas

The Barbara A. Kirklauskas ’64 
Worcester State Department of Visual 
& Performing Arts Fund in honor of her 
mother, Ann Kirklauskas

The Barbara A. Kirklauskas ’64 
Worcester State Library Department 
Fund in honor of her parents, Joseph and 
Ann Kirklauskas

The Barbara A. Kirklauskas Study Away 
Scholarship Fund 

Kirklauskas Family Endowment for 
Women’s Basketball *

The Maryann C. Kirklauskas, R.N. Study 
Away Endowment for Nursing *

The Charlotte and Ben Klein Endowed 
Scholarship for the Performing Arts

The Edith C. and Philip A. Klinglof 
Scholarship

The Julia Bransby Knowlton Scholarship

The Dr. Marlin B. Kreider Biology Award

The Arline Lanois O’Brien/Knight 
Endowed Memorial Scholarship

The Professor Robyn Leo Nursing 
Memorial Scholarship 

The Leominster Credit Union Endowed 
Scholarship

The Allen and Barbara (Lyons) ’59 
Levesque Endowed Book Fund

The Mary G. (Kerwin) Locke ’18, ’58 
Endowed Memorial Scholarship

The Kevin David Lyons Memorial 
Scholarship

The Magee Family Scholarship for First 
Generation Students 

The Manning Family Criminal Justice 
Scholarship

The Dan Manning, Jr. Occupational 
Therapy Scholarship

The Margaret Manoogian “Open Door” 
Scholarship

The Felix E. Masterson Memorial 
Scholarship

The Aaron E. Mastrorio ’08 Memorial 
ROTC Scholarship

The Benjamin Matan Memorial 
Scholarship

MAKE YOUR GIFT AND HELP GROW LANCER NATION

Online
 
Mail

 
Phone

 
www.worcester.edu/give

 
Send a check to: 
Worcester State University  
Division of University Advancement  
486 Chandler Street  
Worcester, MA 01602

 
Call University  
Advancement at:  
508-929-8141
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Invested and 
Endowed Funds 
of Worcester State 
Foundation (cont’d)

Executive Cabinet

Barry M. Maloney
President

Lois Wims, Ph.D.
Provost/Vice President for 
Academic Aff airs

Kathy Eichelroth
Vice President for 
Administration and Finance

Ryan Forsythe, Ed.D.
Vice President for Enrollment 
Management

Thomas McNamara ’94
Vice President for University 
Advancement

Julie Kazarian ’98, M.S. ’01
Vice President for Student 
Aff airs and Dean of Students 

Carl A. Herrin
Assistant to the President /
Chief of Staff 

Stacey Luster, JD
General Counsel/Assistant to 
the President for Employment 
and Equal Opportunity

Maureen O. Stokes
Assistant Vice President 
for Communications and 
Marketing

Sathi Mitra
Assistant Vice President/Chief 
Human Resources Offi  cer 

Board of Trustees 

David H. Tuttle ’01, Chair

Lisa M. Colombo ’87, Vice Chair

Marina L. Taylor, Vice Chair

Aleta M. Fazzone

Karen M. LaFond

William D. Mosley

Dina A. Nichols

Amy L. Peterson ’03

Emma Polak, ’24

Maureen Power

Lawrence Sasso

Worcester State 
Foundation Board

Ann L. DeBiasio ’79, Chair

James D. Glickman, Vice Chair

Kevin T. Campbell ’73, Vice 
Chair

Edward L. Sherr, Treasurer

Robin J. Quill ’97, Assistant 
Treasurer

Craig A. Bovaird ’77, 
Immediate Past Chair

Thomas M. McNamara ’94, 
President & Clerk

Omozuanvbo Aisiku ’98

Jennifer Beaton

David E. Bedard ’74

John P. Brissette ’88

John R. Buckley ’94

Marybeth Campbell

Greta Bajrami Campoverde

Derek Canton ’15

Geovanna I. Diaz ’12

Allen J. Falke ’93, Esq.

Mary Burke Fallon

Daniel F. Figueiredo ’15

Alan I. Gordon ’80

Christopher J. Grondin ’97

Maryanne M. Hammond ’69

Warren D. Hayden ’86

Sandra Hubbard

Helder Machado

Barbara Mahoney

Robert C. Mailloux ’67

Barry M. Maloney, Ex. Offi  cio

Rosanne Sullivan Matulaitis ’65

Catheryn M. McEvoy ’95

Michael J. Mills, ’72

Satya B. Mitra, Ph.D.

Robert J. Morton ’87

Suzanne Singh Nebelung, 
M.Ed. ’00

Andrew Ngo ’17, Alumni 
Association Advisory Board 
Representative, Ex. Offi  cio

Dina A. Nichols, Board of 
Trustees Representative

Alan Osmolowski, C.P.A. ’91

Seth Pitts ’10

Gregg H. Rosen ’86

Kimberly Salmon

Samantha Santiago ’05

Lawrence M. Sasso ’90, 
M.S. ’13, Board of Trustees 
Representative, Ex. Offi  cio

Sharen C. Shipley ’74

Robert J. Spain ’78

Peter J. Staiti ’02

George W. Tetler, III

Randal D. Webber ’91

Alumni Association’s 
Advisory Board

Kurt M. Correia ’16, President

Andrew Huy D. Ngo ’17, 
Vice President

Theresa M. Dorsey-Potts ’73, 
Secretary

Executive Committee 
at Large

David A. Meyers ’76

Beth Sannella ’69, M.Ed. ’73

Directors

Thomas P. Cieszynski ’07

Caitlyn A. Costello ’13

Ellis J. Cropper ’96

Nana A. Darkwa ’19

Robert G. Doyle ’73

Shakira E. Floyd ’13

Timothy Hagopian ’85

Tara A. Hancock, M.S. ’06, 
Executive Director of 
Alumni Relations

Manasseh A. Konadu ’20

Jacob Labonte ’22

Lauren M. O’Neill ’13

Dana F. Perry ’16

Maia Shalev ’20

Elizabeth Wheeler ’18, 
M.S.N. ’22

Michael Whitman, M.S. ’21

Erica Hanlon ’23, SGA 
President/ Senate Chair–
Student Representative

WORCESTER STATE UNIVERSITY LEADERSHIP

We are grateful to the members of the University’s Board of Trustees, Worcester 
State Foundation, and Alumni Association’s Advisory Board for their commitment 
to the university.  Here are the board members for July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023.

The Esther Elizabeth Matthews Global 
Studies Endowed Scholarship

The Julia Cronin Matthews Endowed 
Scholarship

The Vincent ’66 and Rosanne (Sullivan) 
’65 Matulaitis Scholarship

The McAuliff e Family Educational 
Scholarship

The McCarthy Coyle Wagner Scholarship 
for Community Activism

The Andrew and Sharon McDonald Family 
Endowed Scholarship

The McGinn Family Endowed Scholarship

The Dorothy F. McLoughlin Endowed 
Scholarship

The Dorothy F. and C. Mary McLoughlin 
Endowed Scholarship

The McNamara/Lyonnais Scholarship

The James P. McSherry ’53 Endowed 
Scholarship

The Nathaniel Mencow U.S. History 
Scholarship

The Dr. Melvin and Shirley (Stahl) Merken 
Two Cultures Endowed Scholarship

The Dr. Joan M. Merrill Endowed 
Scholarship

The David ’76 and Ellen M.Ed. ’88 Meyers 
Endowed Scholarship

The Ellen Meyers M.Ed. ’88 Memorial 
Award Fund

The William and Helen Miller Endowed 
Scholarship

The Nick and Anna Monfreda Endowed 
Scholarship

The Donald and Mary Moran Scholarship

The Frances M. Moschella Elementary 
Education Memorial Scholarship

The Julia Moynihan Hickey Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship

The Tarun and Amita Mukherjee Memorial 
Scholarship

The Eileen and William Mullin Memorial 
Scholarship

The Francis J. Mullin Memorial Scholarship

The Robert Emmett Mullin Endowed 
Graduate Scholarship in Educational 

Issues, Practices, and Policies

The William Murphy Scholarship

The James V. Murray ’65 Memorial 
Scholarship

The Mr. Thomas V. Murray ’68 
Scholarship

The National Grid Endowed Scholarship

The NMR Maintenance Fund

The Bernice M. Noah Endowed Nursing 
Scholarship

The Barbara (Hickey) O’Brien ’57 
Department of Education Fund

The Barbara (Hickey) O’Brien ’57 
Endowed Scholarship

The Brendan O’Brien Endowed 
Scholarship

The Kathleen A. O’Brien Scholarship

The Kevin R. O’Brien Endowed Memorial 
Scholarship

The Robert Ivor O’Brien Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship

The Robert K. O’Brien ’58 Endowed 
Scholarship

The William F. O’Brien, Jr., Ph.D. ’84 
Academic Major Award in Economics

The Richard “Okie” O’Connor 
Scholarship

The Offi  ce of Multicultural Aff airs 
Scholarship 

The Terry O’Hara ’61 M.ED. ’65 
Endowment for Athletics *

The Kathleen O’Hare Havens Memorial 
Fund

The Deirdre Olson O’Connor Scholarship 

The Anne T. O’Malley ’43 Endowed 
Scholarship 

The Casey A. O’Malley Scholarship

The Mary Faith O’Neil Memorial 
Scholarship

The Palumbo Family Scholarship

The Dianne (Helow) ’59 and Robert D. 
Payne Scholarship

The People’s United Bank Scholarship

The Ada Cheever Perry Memorial 
Scholarship

The Dr. John Person Biology Reading 
Lounge Fund

The Dr. A. Barbara and Albert J. Pilon, Jr. 
Endowed Scholarship 

The Icik and Rose Plevinsky Memorial 
Scholarship

The Dr. Maryann Power Scholarship

The Maureen Power Service Award

The Vincent E. “Jake” Powers Award

The Marilyn Miller Pula Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

The Mary M. Reardon Endowed 
Scholarship for Early Childhood 
Education

The Ross A. Reynolds ’17 Memorial 
Presidential Student Leadership Fund *

The Victor and Angelia Rezen Memorial 
Scholarship

The James and Sharon Ricciardi Family 
Endowed Scholarship

The John J.  ’74 and Alice ’76 Riordan 
Scholarship

The Olivia Rochelle Spencer Memorial 
Scholarship

The Rosen Cancer Awareness Support 
Fund

The Gregg ’86 and Pamela (Swartz) ’87 
Rosen Endowed Scholarship

The Allen and Ruth R. (Sadick) Rubin ’52 
Endowed Scholarship

The Louise A. Russell M.S. ’70 and Linda 
A. Russell ’83 Scholarship  

The Ronald F. St. Amand Biology 
Scholarship

The SCF Urban Studies Academic Major 
Award

The SGA Student Leader Scholarship

The Dr. Maureen and Edward 
Shamgochian Scholarship and Research 
Award

The Sarah E. Sharbach Memorial 
Scholarship

The Helen G. Shaughnessy Endowed 
Scholarship

The Ann E. Sheehan, Class of 1939, 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

The Lt. Col. James F. Sheehan, USMC 
Ret., Endowed Scholarship

The Lt. Col. James F. Sheehan, 
USMC Ret., Endowed Study Abroad 
Scholarship Program

The Lt. Col. James F. Sheehan, USMC 
Ret., Honors Program

The Sharen Cutting Shipley Scholarship

The Dr. G.B and Lexi Singh Fellowship 
Faculty Fund

The Mary Catherine Smalley Memorial 
Scholarship

The Smith Family Scholarship 

The Helen M. Smith Scholarship

The Mary W. Smith Scholarship

The South High School, Class of 1957 
Scholarship 

The Dr. Robert M. Spector Endowed 
Scholarship

The SPORTS ALIVE Scholarship - In 
Memory of E. Jay Tierney

The Maureen C. Stefanini ’58 Endowed 
Scholarship

The Robert J. Stell Memorial Scholarship

The Stoddard Endowment Fund

The Margaret Stone Education 
Department Fund

The Dr. Eugene A. Sullivan Scholarship

The Tarmey Family Academic 
Achievement Award

The Mary D. Tateosian Scholarship

The Dr. Elaine G. Tateronis Scholarships

The George and Sheila Tetler 
Scholarship

The Thompson Education Computer 
Lab Fund

The Anthony Thurston Academic 
Achievement Award in Biology

The Edwin S. ’51, M.Ed. ’54 and Margaret 
M. (Handfi eld) ’58, M.Ed. ’61 Titus 
Scholarship

The F. Stephen Trimby Award in 
Economics

The Jessie E. Turner Class of 1911 
Endowed Scholarship

The Ronald R. Valerio ’75 Memorial 
Scholarship and Academic Award 

The Wilbert H. “Bub” Valiquette 
Scholarship 

The Elizabeth and Stephen Wark 
Scholarship

The Phillip Michael Wasylean 
Scholarship 

The Phillip M. Wasylean II Endowed 
Scholarship

The Madelin Wilmarth Fund

The Sarah Ella Wilson Memorial 
Scholarship

The Worcester City Hospital Annie 
Vigeant Graduate Nursing Scholarship

The Worcester Railers Nick Pennucci 
Men’s Hockey Fund 

The Worcester State Foundation Helping 
Hand Fund  

The WSU “Giving Back to the Average 
Student” Scholarship

The Cheng and Christina Yuan History 
Award 

The Faith T. Zeadey Dialogs on Social 
Justice and Human Rights
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OCTOBER 26-28  |  Small Acts, Big ImpACT

FALL DAYS OF GIVING

Visit us at worcester.edu/daysofgiving, call University Advancement at 508-929-8141, 
or come back to campus and visit us during Homecoming!

Each year we celebrate Worcester State’s founding in 1874 by giving back with the 
Fall Days of Giving. Starting on October 26, you can show your support and give to Worcester State in 
a variety of fun ways. Every small act has a big impact on our students – what will your small act be? 


